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IN SUPPORT OF THE GLEN ROCK 

COMMUNITY’S EFFORTS TO 
CURB UNDERAGE DRINKING 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to commend the community of 
Glen Rock for joining together to fight under-
age drinking, which, according to the National 
Institutes of Health, results in the deaths of 
approximately 5,000 people under the age of 
21 each year. 

Many Glen Rock high school students face 
a destructive rite of passage called the Keg 
Race. The Class of 2007 is expected to con-
sume 107 kegs of beer before graduation day 
in June. While no one has yet died as a result 
of this under-culture of house parties and 
drinking, the community has come together to 
try to put an end to this practice before some 
irreversible damage is done. 

Regrettably, this is not a problem isolated to 
the community of Glen Rock. A 2003 study by 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Al-
coholism noted that by the time they have 
reached the eighth grade, nearly half of all 
adolescents have had at least one drink and 
more than one in five reports having been 
‘‘drunk.’’ About a third of all high school sen-
iors report engaging in binge drinking—that is, 
having at least five or more drinks in a single 
occasion—within two weeks of being asked as 
part of the report. 

Elected leaders, spiritual leaders, and par-
ents are joining together to form a web of sup-
port for each other and for community young 
people to help break this cycle of underage 
drinking in Glen Rock. And, I commend their 
efforts and hope other communities will follow 
their lead. 
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TRIBUTE TO KOUICHI R. TANAKA, 
M.D., M.A.C.P. 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2007 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Dr. Kouichi R. Tanaka for his im-
portant contributions to the field of medicine 
and medical education. 

Dr. Tanaka was born in Fresno, California 
where he lived on a grape farm with his par-
ents and three siblings. In July, 1942, he and 
his family were placed in an internment camp 
in Poston, Arizona. Despite the lack of books 
and appropriate educational facilities, Dr. Ta-
naka pursued his dream of becoming a physi-
cian. 

He would go on to earn a Bachelor of 
Science and Doctor of Medicine degree with 
high distinction from Wayne State University, 
serve in the United States Army, and become 
a resident in medicine and fellow in pathology 
and hematology. 

Dr. Tanaka began his academic career at 
the UCLA School of Medicine in 1957 and 
joined the faculty at Harbor-UCLA Medical 
Center in 1961 as chief of the Division of He-
matology. He would also serve as associate 
chair of the Department of Medicine, acting 

chair of the Department of Medicine, director 
of the Hematology Research Laboratory, pro-
gram director, Professor of Medicine, and 
playa key role in training over 450 internal 
medicine physicians during the past 46 years. 
In addition, Dr. Tanaka has written nearly 300 
research publications, leading to important 
contributions in the study of erythrocyte me-
tabolism and to the understanding of hemolytic 
disorders. 

Dr. Tanaka has received many awards and 
held many positions of distinction. He was 
President of the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor 
Medical Society at Wayne State University 
School of Medicine and founding associate 
editor of the American Journal of Hematology. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from Wayne State University School of 
Medicine; the Sherman M. Mellinkoff Faculty 
Award at the David Geffen School of Medicine 
at UCLA; and the Laureate Award of the 
American College of Physicians Southern Cali-
fornia Region 1. He is the first Japanese 
American elected to the American Society for 
Clinical Investigation and the Association of 
American Physicians. He was ACP Governor 
for Southern California Region I, was awarded 
Mastership in the American College of Physi-
cians, and was presented with the 1999 UCLA 
Medical Alumni Association Distinguished 
Service Award. In 2004, he was selected to 
the inaugural class of ‘‘LA BioMed Legends’’. 

Madam Speaker, I appreciate this oppor-
tunity to share how proud I am to have Dr. Ta-
naka working in my district’s most important 
biomedical research institute, the Los Angeles 
Biomedical Research Institute at Harbor-UCLA 
Medical Center. 
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URGING ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COM-
MISSION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL TRACING SERVICE TO 
EXPEDITE RATIFICATION PROC-
ESS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2007 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of H. Res. 
240, which urges all member countries of the 
International Commission of the International 
Tracing Service, ITS, who have yet to ratify 
the May 2006 amendments to the 1955 Bonn 
Accords Treaty, to expedite the ratification 
process to allow for open access to the Holo-
caust archives located at Bad Arolsen, Ger-
many. 

The Holocaust was not a random act of 
mass murder but a systematic campaign of 
genocide carried out by the Nazis against the 
Jews. The world must never forget the more 
than 6 million Jews who perished in the Holo-
caust. In total, the atrocities were more than 
60 percent of the pre-World War II Jewish 
population of Europe. 

We must never forget the evil acts that hap-
pened during that era and we must continue 
the fight against racism, intolerance, bigotry, 
prejudice, discrimination and anti-Semitism in 
every form today. 

After over 60 years, the Holocaust is still a 
presence, and there are living memorials all 

over the world dedicated to the memory of 
those who so cruelly lost their freedom and 
their lives, and to the continuing education to 
conquer prejudice, hatred, and injustice. As 
we allow for open access to the Holocaust ar-
chives, we remind the world that the Holo-
caust indeed was a sad part of our world’s 
history, should anyone doubt its existence. As 
recently as December 2006, the President of 
Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, held the second 
Holocaust denial conference in Tehran in 1 
year. The time to act is now. The opening of 
the archives at Bad Arolsen could not be more 
opportune, especially with the resurgence of 
anti-Semitism in this part of the world. 

The International Tracing Service (ITS) ar-
chives located in Bad Arolsen, Germany, re-
main the largest closed Holocaust-era ar-
chives in the world. The 50,000,000 records 
on the fates of some 17,500,000 individual vic-
tims of Nazi war crimes will forever be memo-
rialized, reminding the world of the travesty 
and devastation that occurred in Nazi Ger-
many. There have been too many instances of 
survivors and heirs of Holocaust victims being 
refused their moral and legal right to informa-
tion—for restitution purposes, slave labor com-
pensation, and personal closure. 

Problems persist when those who have re-
quested information in the past have reported 
facing significant delays and even unrespon-
siveness; furthermore, the records remain in-
accessible to researchers and research institu-
tions. 

The 1955 Bonn Accords established an 
International Commission of 11 member coun-
tries, which includes the United States, and is 
charged with overseeing the administration of 
the ITS Holocaust archives. The amendments 
to the Bonn Accords require each of the 11 
members of the International Commission to 
ratify the amendments before open access to 
the Holocaust archives is permitted. 

The International Commission of the ITS 
agreed upon amendments to the Bonn Ac-
cords that would allow researchers to use the 
archives and would allow each Commission 
member country to receive digitized copies of 
archive materials and make the records avail-
able to researchers under the respective na-
tional laws relating to archives and privacy. 
Only 4 members out of the 11 Commission 
member countries have ratified the amend-
ments to date. Although the United States is 
one of the 4 members that have ratified the 
amendment, there are 7 member countries 
that have yet to ratify. It is imperative that 
these 7 member nations ratify the amendment 
because it is essential that Holocaust re-
searchers obtain access now, while survivors 
are living. I join my colleagues in urging all 
countries that have yet to ratify the amend-
ments to abide by their treaty obligations 
made in May 2006 and to expedite the ratifica-
tion of these amendments. 

The murder of 6,000,000 Jews and more 
than 5,000,000 other victims during the Holo-
caust must not be forgotten. We must remem-
ber those who survived the unprecedented 
horrors of the Holocaust and those who were 
not so fortunate to survive the evils committed 
by the Nazis. I strongly urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 240. 
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